
         March 
 

2 School closed for 

 students/Parent/Teacher 

 conferences for  

 elementary, middle and 

 high schools 

5-23     MISA Science Testing 

9  Interims sent home 

13  Arts on Stage/K 

19 PTA Fundraiser/TX 

 Roadhouse 

27  MD Science Center 

28  GrandFriends Day 

29/30/2  Easter/Spring Break/

 Schools closed  

 March 29-April 2 

 

 

Looking Ahead to... 

 April 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2  Easter/Spring Break/ 

  School & Central Offices  

  Closed            

4  Registration for             

 kindergarten  

6  Fort McHenry/4th. 

11/12 End of third marking       

  period  

11/12 2 hour early dismissal/ 

  No PM Pre-K 

13  Beginning of fourth         

 marking period  

17  2 hour early dismissal/

 No PM Pre-K 

20  Report cards sent home 

25 PARCC testing begins 

Happy spring! We want to make you aware that we are continuing to build upon 

our school security procedures by asking those entering our building to identify 

themselves, state the purpose of the visit, note scheduled appointment with 

teacher, and note the student’s name and grade level. Driver’s license, passport, 

or     state-issued photo identification must be presented to ensure the safety of 

the staff and students at our school. When visiting our school, be sure to request 

entrance through our main doors only. This is the only entrance for visitors.   

Additionally, we ask that you not hold the door or open the door for anyone else 

until they are properly questioned. Inside the building we practice security      

exercises, hold table-top discussions, and do daily security checks. We all are 

responsible for the safety of our children and need to help them understand the 

importance and seriousness of these    security exercises and safety precautions.  

 

Our arrival and dismissal routines are running smoothly! We      remind you that 

if you need to converse with a staff member or your child needs a few minutes 

that you either park or pull all the way up in the loop. Keep in mind that the side 

parking lot is staff parking and there is no drop off or double parking allowed. 

Thank you for your continued assistance during our morning arrival and           

afternoon dismissal. 

  

  

MISA Science & PARCC Testing Information 

Students in 5th grade will take the MISA Science Test on March 8th & March 

15th. This test is administered online using Chromebooks. The students will take 

two units each day. Please make every effort to ensure that your child is present 

on both of these days. 

The PARCC assessment will be taken by all 3rd, 4th, & 5th grade students. 

AACPS countywide test administration will begin on April 25th.  We will      

conduct 4th grade testing, followed by 5th grade testing, and conclude with 3rd 

grade testing. Students will take three units of English Language Arts testing, 

followed by four units of mathematics testing. All testing will be online. It is 

very important that students arrive on time every day, especially during the   

testing window. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Spring Break 

 

Our Spring break is Thursday, March 29th – April 2nd. Students will return to 

school on Tuesday, April 3rd.  On behalf of our entire staff, we hope that you are 

able to take time to relax and rejuvenate from the chill of winter. Break out the 

bikes and baseballs and enjoy your time with family and friends! 
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   Some Thoughts About 

Bullying 
 

 As part of our “Positive Behavior Intervention 

Systems” (PBIS) program, we have incentives 

for rewarding students who exhibit positive or 

good behavior.  However, sometimes we know 

students make choices that are unkind to other 

students.  

  

 Here are some questions you can ask your child 

(ren) if he or she has someone who is unkind or 

even bullies them:  

  

“You were right to report this and get help from 

an adult at school.” 

“I’m glad you talked to me about this.” 

“Tell me more about what happened.”  

  

Bullying is behavior that:  

  

· Is intentional 

· Is repeated over time 

· Is intended to harm another person  

· Involves a power difference in the relationship  

· Creates a hostile educational environment  

 

Helping Your Students With  

Testing 
 

Testing has become a major topic in many 

school districts throughout the country.  Tests 

may be used to measure student progress, to 

identify weaknesses and to compare students, or 

groups of students with others.   

  

There are three categories of tests.  Classroom 

tests provide teachers with an evaluation of  

student learning.  These tests identify strengths 

and weaknesses in a specific subject area.                        

Standardized tests compare the students with 

others throughout the county or state.  They 

generally cover all subject areas and are given 

with specific time limits.  Aptitude tests        

measure a student’s learning potential.  Parents 

can help children develop test-taking skills.  For 

specific classroom tests it may be appropriate to 

review materials with children.   Express your 

confidence in their abilities and support their 

efforts.  Classroom and standardized tests are 

both challenges for students and need to be  

approached with a positive attitude.  That        

attitude is developed at home as well as at 

school.   

 

When your child must take a test, either for a 

class or a standardized test, you can help your 

child by doing the following:  

  

 

· Study the subject matter to be covered 

by the test; 

· Get plenty of rest the night before the 

test is to be given; 

· Has a good breakfast on the morning of the test;  

· Knows that you think that he/she will do well on 

the test; 

· Knows that you feel that the test is important. 
 

Coming to School Makes a Difference 

in  Learning 
 

As we approach the PARCC test and spring 

break, please know how very important it is 

for your  children to be in school on-time and    

prepared to learn.  Absences steal valuable               

learning time from your child. Give them the best 

chance possible for success by having them here, 

supporting learning and asking about their day to 

show your interest. 

 

The Growth Mindset 
 

We’ve been trying to encourage students to have a 

mindset, supported by the research of Dr. Dweck, 

called “The Growth Mindset”. Her research 

showed a lot of things but one important point is 

that educators and parents can help children 

bounce back from failure by working harder, by 

trying again and again. People who grow up   

learning how to be persistent, learn how to moti-

vate themselves and keep on trying, even how to 

delay gratification. Part of this involves process 

praise, which means that we praise children for 

specific things we see them do, such as “I like how 

you looked for the football pass while running” 

instead of “you played great”. The more specific, 

focused praise is process praise that helps children 

learn what they are learning and what still lies 

ahead. If you wish to review something about how 

children might view themselves if they are failing, 

please see this website about “stinking-thinking”:  

http://www.danaymacklin.com/self-talk-for-

children-conquer-stinking-thinking 

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to at least three of our 5th graders 

for acceptance into the STEM program for Middle 

School, although there may be more in future 

newsletters whom we haven’t heard from yet.  

Congrats, Neveah H., Leslie C. and Carly R.!  

We’re proud of you!  

 

Congratulations to Kendyl A. for writing a       

winning essay for the “Young Heroes Essay    

Contest” sponsored by Senator Simonaire!  We are 

proud of you and happy that you got to be         

introduced to be honored at a wonderful event and 

to meet the Senator, as well as be introduced to the 

members of the General Assembly.  

http://www.danaymacklin.com/self-talk-for-children-conquer-stinking-thinking
http://www.danaymacklin.com/self-talk-for-children-conquer-stinking-thinking


Helping Your Child Read Effectively:  How to Choose a Book 

 
1.  Too Easy: Ask your  child to select a book and read. If two or  three pages can be read without     

mistakes, ask the child to find a more challenging book. 

2.  Too Hard: If the child makes three mistakes per  page, it may be too difficult and frustrating. Find 

an easier book for your child to read. However, if the story and ideas seem very interesting to him or 

her, don’t worry about the number of words not understood or recognized. 

3.   Just Right: Ask your  child to read silently for  several pages, and then ask, “Please tell me about 

what you have just read.” If your child can give you a brief idea of what the story is about, then he or she is 

reading and understanding the reading. If the child  cannot understand or recall the story, then you know that 

he or she is not comprehending this well and you might want to select a different story or item to read.  

 

 

Out-of-Area Transfers 

(Submit between March 1 - May 1 2018) 

An out-of-area transfer is a request for his or her special permission for a student residing in Anne Arundel 

County to attend a school within the county other than assigned boundary school (often referred to as a      

student's home school). To find out what school is a child’s “assigned boundary school,” go to Locate your 

School. 

 

 A parent or court-appointed guardian must enroll a child in the assigned boundary school prior to requesting 

an out-of-area transfer. If a child attends private school, he/she must first be enrolled in an Anne Arundel 

County public school prior to submitting a request. 

All request must be submitted to the principal of the requested school. 

 

With Gratitude... 

 

Our thanks to all who contributed to the food drive to help the Native American families in New York State. 

Your giving is greatly appreciated. 

http://www.aacps.org/mapinfo.asp
http://www.aacps.org/mapinfo.asp


Each month we have morning reflections read over the announcements about some aspect of good character as part of 

our Character Education Program. For the month of February, the trait was showing “perseverance”. Please follow-up 

by talking with your child when he or she keeps on trying to learn something new, like how to spell or do long        

division.  

 

Kindergarten    1st Grade 
 

Ms. Brady – Lydia N.   Mrs. Bermudez – Mason S. 

Ms. Brady – Carter H.   Mrs. Bermudez – Kathelynn F. 

Ms. Dalsey – Lyrik W.   Mrs. Branco/Ms. Schneider – Grayson B. 

Ms. Dalsey – Wozhmah B.  Mrs. Branco/Ms. Schneider – Tiffany H. 

Mrs. Machande- Rylee C.   Mrs. Lauchman- Sophia H. 

Mrs. Machande- Hailey C.-R.  Mrs. Lauchman- Kamiyah H. 

Ms. Smelser- Derickson R.  Ms. Turpie – Matthew B. 

Ms. Smelser- James S.   Ms. Turpie – Kaelynn S. 

 

 

2nd Grade    3rd Grade 
 

Mrs. Echelle – Johanna M.-H.  Ms. Ash – Olivia R. 

Mrs. Echelle – Roz H.   Ms. Ash – Keisy M. 

Mrs. Prince – George I.   Mrs. Elliott – Joshua M. 

Mrs. Prince – Katelyn R.   Mrs. Elliott – Valeria M. 

Mrs. Reisinger –  Christopher F.  Mrs. Delizio – Saniya D. 

Mrs. Reisinger –  Brendan H.  Mrs. Delizio – Gracie W. 

Ms. Strine – Makenna M.   Mrs. Puckett – Aliyah W. 

Ms. Strine – Chloe S.   Mrs. Puckett – Aiden C. 

     Mr. Grosskettler- Braiden G. 

     Mr. Grosskettler – Ayden H. 

 

 

4th Grade    5th Grade 
 

Mrs. Baden – Rorianna A.   Mrs. Begunich – Isabel F. 

Mrs. Baden – Brockie S.   Mrs. Begunich – Damari W. 

Mrs. Barbour- Ian N.   Ms. Pendergast – Jasmyne P. 

Mrs. Barbour- Saniya K.   Ms. Pendergast- Jordan M. 

Ms. Fucella – Lana W.   Mrs. Hunt-Zawislak – Cole C. 

Ms. Fucella – Jayla R.   Mrs. Hunt-Zawislak- Emily S. 

Ms. Miller- Alex D. 

Ms. Miller- Kendall E. 


